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Markovi , Nenad (Prague)  

Networks of power, strategic royal marriages and the legitimacy of Amasis within the 
Memphite elite society: Takheta and Nekhtbasteteru revisited. 

Arranged marriage among the elite circles is a tale as old as time. They were rarely a 
matter of choice, primarily used for establishment of the social, economic, and political 
networks, having financial gain, accumulation of wealth, patronage, and sometimes political 
alliance as its primary goals. Certainly, the Saite Egypt (664-526 BCE) was not an exception and 
surviving evidence strongly supports the existence of extensive networks of notable families 
across Egypt. Except in the most obvious cases, mainly in Upper Egypt, and specific regions (for 
example, Thebes or Sais), this topic remains still largely unexplored in modern scholarship. 
Therefore,  female  members  of  the  upper  echelons  of  the  Saite  society,  especially  those  
professionally and religiously attached to the city of Memphis, the main administrative centre of 
whole Egypt at the time, remained rather anonymous. Even the Saite royal women are seldom 
mentioned by the scholars if compared to the women of the ruling families from other periods of 
the ancient Egyptian history, mainly the Old, Middle, and New Kingdoms. Usurpation of general 
Amasis in 570 BC marked a clear political and ideological break within the ruling family from 
Sais. According to the Herodotean tradition, his origins were humble. If so, after the win in the 
civil war against the legitimate king Apries, Amasis needed the wider acceptance as a new king 
of Egypt, not only in relation to the Saite royal house but also towards the contemporary 
members of the ruling elite. As a matter of fact, he married at least two royal ladies in addition to 
his two more famous wives: Takheta and Nekhtbastetru. The former bore him his successor 
Psammetichus  III  and  the  latter  was  the  mother  of  at  least  two more  sons.  This  paper  aims  to  
investigate the social background of both ladies, proposing that they were descendants of old 
families of the close confidants of the Saite royal house active in the Memphite and Heliopolite 
regions since the very beginning of the Saite era, whose prestige, wealth and influence 
contributed significantly to the legitimization of Amasis as the king of Egypt: Takheta might 
have been the granddaughter of the northern vizier under Psammetichus I, Bakenrenef, whose 
famous rock-cut tomb (LS 24) has been found in Saqqara, and Nekhtbastetru belonged to the 
family of Harwa and Horwedja, High Priests of Heliopolis under Taharqa and Psammetichus I 
respectively.   
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Beliaev Dmitri Dmitrievich (Moscow)  

Reconsidering Tikal Dynastic History in the 5th Century4. 

After the inauguration of new lineage of Teotihuacan origin in 379 A.D. Tikal became one 
of the key elements of the “New Order” established by kalomte Sihyaj K’ahk’ in the Southern 
Maya Lowlands. The current reconstruction of the post-entrada Tikal dynastic history includes 
the reigns of Yax Nu’n Ahiin I (379-404? or 379 – after 406), Sihyaj Chan K’awiil II (411-456) 
and K’an Chitam (458-486?) (Martin, Grube 2008, 32-37). As previous research has 
demonstrated, this chronology should be corrected and the last Tikal king of the 5th century Chak 
Tok Ich’aak III acceded in 485 A.D. 

The inscription on the so-called “Hombre de Tikal” (Fahsen 1988; Beliaev et al. 2013, 
145-148) demonstrates that the mention of Yax Nu’n Ahiin I in 406 A.D. is a posthumous one, 
and the death of this king can be securely dated to 404 A.D. as recorded on Tikal Stela 31. The 
second arrival of Sihyaj K’ahk’ mentioned on “Hombre de Tikal” in 406 A.D. was probably 
connected to the succession problems since according to the Stela 31 Period Ending of 
8.18.10.0.0 (406 A.D.) was presided not by the future king Sihyaj Chan K’awiil II but by 
otherwise unknown Sihyaj Chan K’ihnich.  

It  is  also  clear  that  the  reconstruction  of  the  accession  date  of  Sihyaj  Chan K’awiil  II  in  
8.18.15.11.0 (411 A.D.) (Stuart 2011) is erroneous. Chronological structure of the text of Stela 
31 implies that Distance Numbers were counted not between two subsequent dates, but from the 
earlier event, sometimes not dated directly, to the current one. In this case we have two options 
for the inauguration of new Tikal lord: (1) in 406 A.D. when kalomte Sihyaj K’ahk’ arrived to 
Tikal or (2) in 410 A.D. 
                                                
4 The research was supported by the Russian Science Foundation (project  15-18-30045 “The genesis and the 
evolution of the Ancient Maya social-political organization in the context of the modern social evolution theories”). 
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It is widely believed that death date of Sihyaj Chan K’awiil II was recorded on Tikal Stela 
40 as 9.1.0.8.0 (456 A.D.) (e.g. Martin, Grube 2008, 35). Reanalysis of this important inscription 
demonstrates that this reconstruction is also based on erroneous assumptions, and that Tikal king 
possibly died on 9.1.1.10.10 (457 A.D.) as it was suggested by Clemency Coggins in 1975 
(Coggins 1975). 
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Bernatskaya Julia Eduardovna (Moscow)  

Ix-Tiwool-“Ek ”, Queen mother from Caracol (566-638)6. 

Around 600 A.D. the period of greatest economic and cultural prosperity began in the 
realm of Huuxwitza (Caracol, Belize). Along with the active monumental construction a number 
of stelae were erected that tell us about internal and foreign policy of the kingdom. One of them, 
Stela 3, provides information not only concerning actions of a ruler Tum O’l K ihnich II but also 
tells about his mother. Traditionally her name was read "Ix Bats' Ek'", but new data make it 
possible to read the first part of her name as Ix Tiwool. We know a bit about her life, but more 
than about any other woman of the royal family of Caracol.  Born in 566, at  the age of 18, she 
arrived at Huuxwitza’ to become the second wife of Yajawte K'ihnich II. Place of her birth is still 
a matter of debate. After three years the royal couple had a child, the future Tum O’l K'ihnich II. 
At his court Ix Tiwool “Ek ” played an important role, taking part in the rituals along with her 
son. For a long time it was thought that she had died in 634 A.D. and was buried in a tomb in the 
building B-19 in Caana complex. However, the recent discovery in Xunantunich overturns this 
hypothesis. On the fragment of hieroglyphic stairway from Caracol her death was dated to 638 
A.D. 

 
-« »,  (566-638)7. 
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Bojkowska Dorota M. (Cracow)  

Why did the Maya put vessels over the heads of deceased individuals? 

According to Maya beliefs death opened a long way to the otherworld. As a consequence 
the Maya placed in burials numerous grave goods which cannot be viewed only as material 
remains,  but  above  all,  as  items  that  were  reflecting  important  ideas  and  complex  symbolism.  
Maya burial customs have still plenty of ambiguities that require thorough interdisciplinary 
analysis. One such unexplained phenomena is the placement in the burials of inverted bowls over 
the heads of deceased individuals. The analysis and interpretation of the graves with such 
ceramic vessels constitute the main aims of my presentation. To better understand this funerary 
custom I analyzed burials from most Peten sites and attempted to compare the results of my 
study with Maya beliefs related to the afterlife that are known from various sources 
(iconography, epigraphy and ethnohistory). 
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Byrski ukasz (Cracow)  

Lost Scripts and Languages: On the Decipherment of Maya Writing, Works of Yuri V. 
Knorozov and Beginning of Maya Studies in Central-Eastern Europe. 

In the year 2017 history of the decipherment of Maya writing system is established beyond 
any doubt. However little attention is given to the fact that some of Yuri V. Knorozov’s 
publications were cited in or translated into minor (for the field of study) languages and they 
were not included in the his published bibliographic record. That is for example the case of 
Polish language in the 50’s and 60’s. The purpose of this presentation is on the one hand to 
contribute to the full bibliographic information on Yu. V. Knorozov’s works and on the other to 
investigate the beginning of scientific interest and research on the subject of Maya culture and 
particularly hieroglyphic writing system in the Central-Eastern Europe. 
 

Galeev Philipp Sergeevich (Moscow)  

Dynastic History of Oxkintok8. 
 

9 

 – ,  
 ( ).  

                                                
8 The research was supported by the Russian Science Foundation (project  15-18-30045 “The genesis and the 
evolution of the Ancient Maya social-political organization in the context of the modern social evolution theories”). 
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Davletshin Albert Irshatovich (Moscow)  

A painted King List of Teotihuacan: A New Interpretation of the Techinantitla Murals10. 
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10 The research was supported by the Russian Science Foundation (project  15-18-30045 “The genesis and the 
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Davletshin Albert Irshatovich ( ), Vepretskiy Sergey Viktorovich (Moscow)  

The Ritual of Seclusion of Princes in Classic Maya Texts12. 
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Demicheva Irina Yur’evna (Nizhny Novgorod)  

Zoomorphism in Mayan terracotta in first millennium A.D.: variation, tradition, 
interpretation. 

The zoomorphism in Mayan terracotta figurines of the classical period is quite widespread 
phenomenon.  There  are  several  options  zoomorphic  images  and  plots  among  the  terracotta  
figurines. First, it is a figures of the animal world of the Maya. Secondly, pair figurines where 
equal subjects are both the person, and an animal. Thirdly - anthropomorphic figures where 
animals have minor character (pets, a hunting trophy, etc.). In the fourth – this is an anthropo-
zoomorphic terracotta. In this case difficult to precisely to identify this is a man with exaggerated 
features of an animal or on the contrary. Fifthly it is animal motives in the decor, jewelry, a 
costume of anthropomorphic figurines. 

At the image of animals is traced a definite pattern which is caused by two factors. First, 
skill of the one who actually was engaged in production of figures is of great importance. 
Secondly, who was depicted as an animal, directly the representative of fauna or the deity with 
zoomorphic traits. Simple schematic figures of animals and birds could make the ordinary 
members of the community, in particular women as toys for children. Professional masters made 
figures of animals detailed and well worked. 

                                                
12 The research was supported by the Russian Science Foundation (project  15-18-30045 “The genesis and the 
evolution of the Ancient Maya social-political organization in the context of the modern social evolution theories”). 
13  (  15-18-30045  
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Nevertheless, they were of a lower expressiveness than anthropomorphous figures. It is fair 
for the zoomorphic terracotta where one subject is represented. In the cases of sacralization of 
the character the master paid more attention to detail. The drawing was precise and careful. 

Thus, the zoomorphism in terracotta is characterized by two main features: often schematic 
in creation actually the representative of fauna, and high-artistry in cases of their sacralization. 
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Krzemie  Magdalena J. (Cracow)  

Funeral customs among the Ixil Maya – urns from Nebaj collection (Guatemala).  

The Maya Highlands is a place where many ethnic groups have been living for centuries, 
cultivating their traditions and speaking their own languages. The Maya Ixil people inhabiting 
the El Quiché department in west-central Guatemala, can serve as an example. In spite of huge 
archaeological potential, insufficient focus has been given to their culture and history. For that 
reason, an attempt has been made to conduct archaeological study in the department in question. 
Therefore, field research and documentation work on ceremonial ceramics of the Museum of 
Archaeology in Nebaj have been performed. In this paper, I would like to focus on the newest 
technologies used in documentation of urns and censers (including 3D scanning) as well as 
funeral customs practised by the Ixil based on information derived during my research. 
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Osipova Daria Dmitrievna (Moscow)  

Tonina, onument 20: the History of Ruler’s life. 

This  report  were  dedicated  to  chronology  analysis  of  the  monument  20  from  Tonina  
(Department of Ocosingo, Chiapas, Mexico). The text of the monument contains information 
about the 34 years of life (from birth to capture the main prisoner) king K`ihnich-...-Chapaaht, 
who was ruling in the late VIII century AD. Particular interest is the calculation of the date of his 
reign, that has not known until now. The report also provides indirect evidence from other 
Tonina hieroglyphic texts of VIII century AD, that confirm the date of the monument 20. In 
addition to the internal analysis of the text, the report has a new drawing, that made on the basis 
information, that obtained in the course of detailed analysis of text inscription. 
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Rusek-Karska Magdalena H. (Cracow)  

In The Lens of Archaeologist – Methods of Documentations During the Excavations in 
Poza Maya and Nakum (Guatemala). 

Poza Maya is the archeological site, situated in the National Park Yaxha-Nakum-Naranjo. 
The project involves conduction the archaeological research in Poza Maya and create 
comprehensive  documentation  of  monuments  discovered  there.  I  expect  that,  thanks  to  the  
archaeological and documentary work I will be able to combine the position of Poza Maya in a 
broader socio- political context of the region associated with nearby sites and determine its 
position in the department of Peten.  

The project based on the methodology of interdisciplinary research, which use both 
archeology and epigraphy, as well as the latest, non-invasive method of documentation (ie. 
photogrammetry and stereoscopy) and excavation. It should be noted that most of the glyphic 
texts refers to the life of the rulers and important events in the history of the ruling families, 
which is why the discovery of new epigraphic monuments and the creation of a catalog of 
existing materials may help us to shed a new light on the history of this region: determine the 
names of the local rulers, to determine political relations with other nearby centers (mainly with 
Yaxha ) and try to identify the role of Poza Maya in geopolitical situation during the classical 
period. It is very important, because so far no one attempted to carry out research on the history 
and dynastic, war and trade connections between mentioned centers. During our research we are 
using the normal, photographical documentations but also the night-photography which is the 
best way to see all the details and glyphs. During my speech I would like to present to the 
audience how this type of documentation looks like and what may it brings. 
 

Safronov Alexander Vladimirovich (Moscow)  

From Metropolis to periphery: GIS modeling of the Classic Maya Trans-Peten 
communication route. 

Numerous  Ancient  Maya  written  sources  of  the  7th century  specify  on  active  growth  of  
influence of the Kaanul power and its stable political connections with the most remote areas of 
the Maya Lowlands from its political centre - Calakmul: Caracol, Dos Pilas, Cancuen, , Pedras 
Negras, Santa Elena Balankan and others. Proceeding from mentions of Kaanul in his dependent 
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polities on the southern direction several archeologists have tried to define a possible 
configuration of the basic communication route, which would connect the main cities in this part 
of the Maya Lowlands. By means of the elementary tool of the GIS analysis - «calculation of the 
shortest path» the curve was model, which should represent the most convenient route from 
Calakmul to Dos Pilas depending from topography. However, seeming logicality of such 
approach its result is very conditional, in our opinion it is necessary to avoid full of trust of GIS-
model. Authors have completely ignored presence of the archaeological data occurring at 
different times, in particular existence of system of roads - sacbe, constructed in Late Formative 
the period (1st cent. BC. – 2nd cent. AD) in the Mirador Basin, direct to the south from Calakmul, 
which could be used and during the Classic period. 

The given research shows the complex analysis an epigraphic and archaeological materials 
in a combination with construction of digital model of communication routes by means of 
program at GIS program, which the result of which was the reconstruction of possible 
communication paths from capital area of Calakmul on the south through the region of Peten. 
 

:  
. 

 VII .  
 

 – , : 
, , , ,  

.  
 

,  
.  – «  

» , ,  
 

. ,  
, .  

,  
 – ,  

 (I . .— II . .) , , 
. 

 
 

,  
 

. 
       

Sekacheva Daria Sergeevna (Moscow)  

The Royal Court of K’ihnich Ahkul Mo’ Nahb III in Texts and Iconography of the Temple 
XIX at Palenque. 
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Tolsty Natalia K. (Cracow)  

Hoy y antes – a comparison of celebration in honour of dead ancestors among ancient and 
modern Maya. 

Family, as the most crucial and the most basic unit of collective life, gives us some cultural 
and social background. In the traditional societies thanks to the ancestors every particular 
member knows his place in the hierarchy, that is why the cult of dead forefathers was and still is 
so meaningful.  

 During my presentation I would like to compare the modern El Día de los Muertos and 
the funeral of very important member of Tzotzil community in Chenalho’, México, with the 
celebration in honour of dead ancestors among ancient Maya in Chiapas. Basic source for the 
delivery  will  be  the  results  of  this  year’s  field  work  in  the  area  of  Los  Altos  de  Chiapas.  
Moreover I would like to show the link between the anthrophological and the archaeological 
approach in the studies on Maya societies.  
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Tulum-Tancah and its role in the political organization of the East coast of Yucatán in the 
early XVI cent. 

Terminal Postclassic political geography of the East coast of Yucatán is  known less than of 
any other Lowland Maya region. This was caused mainly by the Post-Conquest events that didn't 
facilitate the preservation of the local oral and written traditions (sweeping depopulation of the 
region ended with evacuation of survived inhabitants in the middle XVI cent. and the Caste war 
whose epicenter was in actual Northern Quintana Roo). Even more disappointing is that during 
the Postclassic era the area was an important part of the Mesoamerican world-system due to the 
circumpeninsular trade route. The only known relatively vast body of written sources concerning 
the political organization of the region consists of memoirs of Spanish conquistadores and works 
of XVI and XVII cent. cronistas and historiadores.  

The story of Spaniards shipwrecked in 1511, Jerónimo de Aguilar and Gonzalo Guerrero, 
is a notable part of the narrative. Different versions of the account allow to validate the 
association of Xamanzama (a town where Aguilar was held as a slave) with Tancah 
(historiografically, it's accepted after Roys' unargumented reference to Hewen's personal 
communication but still hasn't been proofed). The tradition mentions hostility between Cozumel 
and cacique of Xamanzama. However, according to archaeological data, Tancah, an important 
religious center, wasn't large enough to withstand Cozumel alone, the latter being united under 
the power of one halach uinic. In turn, dense and continuous settlement patterns of the territory 
between Tulum and Tancah, as well as some data from the Conquest-period sources do permit to 
assume the existence of an integrated political formation organized either as a close alliance or as 
a dual polity. This suggestion seems appropriate because it explaines the above mentioned 
conflict.  From  this  point  of  view,  it  is  a  question  of  confrontation  of  two  young  regional  
secondary states that could rival only the control over 
 

Tsetlin Yuri Borisovich (Moscow), Ková  Milan (Bratislava), Horáková Lenka (Bratislava), 
Savchenko Ivan Antonovich (Moscow)  

A Technical and Technological Analysis of Preclassic Maya Ceramics.  

The present paper describes a specific technical and technological analysis of Preclassic 
Maya ceramics realized for the first time in the laboratory Ceramic History of Institute of 
Archaeology  of  Russian  Academy  of  Sciences  (Moscow,  Russia)  in  2016.  All  of  the  ceramic  
data in an amount of 50 sherds was explored during the excavations of Slovak Archaeological 
and Historical Institute Regional Archaeological Project at the Maya archaeological site of 
Uaxactun (Peten, Guatemala) in spring 2015. 

 The analysis demonstrates that ancient Maya ceramists of the Late Preclassic period (the 
4th century  BC  –  3rd century AD) manufacturing their vessels used clay of low and medium 
ferruginous as well as clay of high plasticity full of small limestone naturally added (1:1-3). 
Beyond it the ceramists appended an admixture of very fine grog (shredded ceramics) and a 
special organic solution into the pottery paste. A surface of vessel frequently had been covered 
by red clay angobe and later has been polished as an elegant luster. Vessels were burned at a low 
temperature (approx. 650-700ºC) either shortly hold in oxidize atmosphere, or for a long time in 
reduction atmosphere of kiln.  
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 An important conclusion of the analysis is that the vessels usually attributed by scholars 
to the same ceramic type were frequently manufactured by the different technological 
approaches. These approaches – or technological traditions – were related to the different 
ceramists or even groups of ceramists. Accordingly to this fact it may be assumed that these 
distinctions can manifest not only cultural particularities, but also some chronological features of 
pottery traditions.  
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