
The Comintern and the Western Communist Parties: 1930-1949.  

The Communist International (Comintern) was formed in Moscow in 1919. From its 
establishment to its dissolution in 1943 formed a specific worldwide network of devoted 
communist cadres. This course examines the relations of the western communist parties with the 
Comintern. The goal is to understand the way national communist parties interact with the 
supranational authority of the Communist International. Topics include the centre-periphery 
debate; the process of Bolshevization; the popular front; the Spanish civil war; the transition 
from Comintern to Cominform. 

List of lectures: 

1. The Comintern: Introduction.   

2. The Greek Communist Party: 1924-1949. 

3. The Italian Communist Party: the problem of fascism. 

4. The French communist Party: the popular front. 

5. The Spanish civil war and the Comintern.  

6. Seminar I: The General secretaries of KKE, PCD’I, PCF and PCE: (Zachariadis, 
Togliatti, Thorez, Diaz).  

7. The Comintern and the “Great Terror”.  

8. The education of the cadres: KYNMZ and KYTV.  

9. Seminar II: (OMS and Bolshevization). 

10. Exam.   
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