Impressions of Svetlana Bliznyuk's Doctoral Dissertation ""KOPOJIEBCTBO
KUIIP U UTAJBAHCKHUE MOPCKHE PECITYBJIMKHA
B XIII-XV BB.""

The Referat of S. Bliznyuk 's DoctoralDissertation Iread as someone interested in Mediterranean history
and especiallyin its eastern part,is alarge multifaceted work that tries to cover every side of the 13"-
15'h century developments on the island of Cyprus. Due to its geopolitical position and the advances in
that direction of the western European maritime powers the island has been interconnected not only
with all the surrounding political and economic powers,but also with almost all major actors in the
Mediterranean.

The rich,detailed presentation of the political events underlined by economic reasonsin Bliznyuk's work
include the most recent publications of sources and studies pertaining to the destiny of Cyprus. It is
written in an intelligent, high quality academic way characteristic for all the research and publication of
the Center of Byzantine and Black Sea Region Studies, a school for historians in the University of
Moscow founded and directed by Prof. S. P.Karpov whose own work has set a model for its members.

Therefore, it is no surprise that S. Bliznyuk's work is not just on an excellent academic level, but also an
easy read,that makes it appealing to both specialists and the readership at large.It includes analysis and
interpretation of known and recently discovered (in many cases by the author herself!) documents
interweaving their information with the existing scholarship and taking stands on contested cases by
finding her own opinion based on logicaland quite often psychological reasoning.

The author's intimate knowledge of both domestic and international relations of Cyprus and its Lusignan
Kingdom since the time of the First Crusade (if not before) enables her to provide an intriguing picture of
court life,royal succession and relations with other politicalcenters including papacy and the Western
Kingdoms in the East. Crusadingideas were in the foundation of western presence and control of the
island and directed for most of the period the tendencies in regional politics.

Using historiography and the available documentation from the Archives of Venice and Genoa Bliznyuk
had created a ground for confirming and expanding the role those major maritime powers had played in
the area:Genoa with its major colony in Famagusta that was not just a port and commercial hub but a
full-fledged colony with well-developed administration in the 14'h century; and Venice, whose subjects
had set foot in Cyprus since the 12:h century but expanded their control and exploitation during the 15",

Thus,chapters I-IV are well-though-off and elegantly present political and economic developments in
Cyprus many atime rising descriptions to a philosophical level-alaudable accomplishment for a
literary, let alone for an academic work,while the last,fifth chapter,rich in facts,concepts and images
sounds somehow artificially attached to the refined initial body of the dissertation, while it's abundant
information is not very well structured or presented.

Even without that last part the Dissertation,a result of many years of hard,obsessive work with
manuscripts and publications in no less than 10 languages, Svetlana Bliznyuk's manuscript expounds all
the qualities for conferring to its author the title "Doctor of Historical Sciences".
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ITEPEBO/
OT3bIB Ha pedepar auccepranuu CBeTianbl bin3HIOK HAa COMCKaHNE CTENCHH

nokropa ucropuueckux Hayk “KOPOJIEBCTBO KHUIIP
N UTAJTBAHCKHUE MOPCKHUE PECITYBJIMKHA
B XI11-XV BB.”

Pedepar na ngucceprammio C. BIM3HIOK Ha COMCKAaHUE CTENEHH JOKTOpa
UCTOPUYECKUX HAyK IPOYUTAH MHOK KaK YEJIOBEKOM 3aMHTEPECOBAHHBIM B
CPEIU3eMHOMOPCKON UCTOPUM U OCOOEHHO €€ BOCTOYHOHM YacTh. DTO OoJiblias
MHOT'OIpaHHasi paboTa, KOTOpas OXBaThIBAET BCE CTOPOHBI Pa3BUTHS OCTPOBA
Kunp B 13-ro 15 Bekax. B cumily CBOEro reonoJMTUYECKOTrO IMOJOKEHUS M
IIPOABMIKEHUSI B OTOM HAIIPABIICHUM 3aIIaJIHBIX €BPOINECHCKUX MOPCKHUX AEpPKAB
OCTPOB HMMEJI CBSI3b HE TOJIBKO CO BCEMH COCEIHUMHU IOJUTHYECKUMH U
DKOHOMHMYECKMMHM JIep’KaBaMU, HO M TIPAKTHYECKM CO BCEMH OCHOBHBIMH
JNEUCTBYIOIIMMH JIMIIAMHU B Cpeau3eMHOM MODE.

boraroe, moapoOHOe H3M0KEHUE NOJIUTUYECKUX COOBITUH, OOBACHAEMBIX B
pabore BIu3HIOK 3KOHOMHYECKMMHU NPUYMHAMHU, BKJIIOYAET CaMble MOCIEAHHE
nyOIMKaIM UICTOYHUKOB M UCCIIEIOBaHUs, Kacatomuecs cyab0b1 Kumnpa. Pabora
HallUCaHa B WHTEJUIMTCHTHOM, BBICOKO Ka4ECTBEHHOW aKaJIeMUYECKOM MaHepe,
XapakTEepHOW JUIsi BCeX wuccienoBannii u myonukanuid l[lentpa wusydeHus
Buszantun u u IlpuyepHOMOpBS - HCTOPUYECKOW WIKOJIBI, CO3JaHHOM H
pykoBoaumoni B MockoBckoM yHuBepcurere npodeccopom C. I1. Kapnos, ubs
coOCTBEHHas paboTa CTajla MOJEIBIO JIs €€ UJICHOB.

[ToaToMy HEe yauBHUTENBHO, YTO pabdoTa C. BIM3HIOK HAXOIUTCSA HE TOJBKO Ha
IIPEBOCXOJHOM aKAaIEMUYECKOM YPOBHE, HO M JIETKO YHUTAETCS, YTO JIEJIAET €€
IIPUBJICKATEIBHOM KaK I CIEUUAIMCTOB, TAK U JUJIS YATATEIbCKON ayAUTOPUH B
uenaoM. OHa BKIIIOYAET B ce0sl aHAIM3 U MHTEPIPETALMIO U3BECTHBIX U HEJJABHO
OOHapy>XeHHbIX (BO MHOIMX CJIlydasX caMUM aBTOpOM!) JTOKYMEHTOB.
[lepemnietass ux HMHPOPMAIMIO C CYIIECTBYIOIIEH HayKoM M TpUHUMAas BO
BHMMAaHUE PA3JIMYHbIE TOYKH 3PEHMS 110 CIIOPHBIM BOIIPOCaM, aBTOP NMPUXOAUT K
CBOEMY COOCTBEHHOMY MHEHHIO, OCHOBAaHHOMY Ha JIOTHUYECKOM M JOBOJBHO
4aCTO MCUXOJIOTMYECKOM YMO3AKIIOUYECHHH.

['myOokue 3HaHusI aBTOPOM KaK BHYTPEHHUX, TaK U MEKTyHAPOIHBIX OTHOIIEHUHN
Kumnpa n xoponesctBa Jly3uHpsaHOB co BpemeH llepBoro kpectoBoro moxoja
(ecii He paHblle) MO3BOJSIOT €My pPa3BEpHYTh HHTPUTYIOUIYIO KapTHUHY
OPUABOPHOM  KW3HU, MPECTOJOHACIAEAUS M  OTHOUIEHWHA C  JIPYTHUMH
NOJINTUYECKUMHU LEHTPAaMM, BKJIIOYas IACTBO W JIATUHCKHE KOPOJIEBCTBA Ha
Bocroke. KpecToOHOCHBIE nien HAXOAWINCH B OCHOBE 3aI1aTHOTO MPUCYTCTBUSA U
KOHTPOJISL HAaJl OCTPOBOM M HANpaBJBUIA HA MPOTSHKEHUM IOYTU BCEro NEpUoJa
TEHJEHUUHU PA3BUTUS PETMOHAJIBHOM IMOJIUTUKH.

Hcnone3yss wucropuorpaduio M HUMEIONIYIOCS JOKYMEHTAIMI0 W3 apXUBOB
Benennn u I'enyn, bausHiok co3nana no4sy st NOATBEPKACHUSA U PACILIMPEHUS
pOJIH, KOTOPYIO 3TH KPYIIHBIE MOPCKHE JEP>KaBbl UTPAJIM B PETHOHE: ['eHys ¢ ee
IJIaBHOW KosioHueil B amarycre, KoTopass Obula HE TOJBKO NOPTOM U
KOMMEPUYECKAM LIEHTPOM, HO M IIOJHOLICHHOM KOJIOHMEM C XOpOLIO Pa3BUTOM



aagMUHUCTpanue B 14-om cronerun; u BeHenuen, ybKu rpakJaHe CTYNHIW Ha
Kunp eme B 12-ro Beke, HO pPACIIMPWIM CBOM KOHTPOJIb W BO3MOKHOCTH
JKCIUTyaTallii OCTPOBa B TeUEeHHE 15-ro Beka.

Taxum o6paszom, rnasbl [-IV nocToiHBI yBa)K€HUS U 3JIETAHTHO IMPEACTABISIOT
HNOJUTHUYECKHE M SKOHOMHUYECKHE coObITHA Ha Kumpe; ommcaHuss MHOro pas
BBIXOAAT Ha (QUIOCO(OCKUM ypOBEHb - MOXBaJbHOE JOCTI)KEHHE IS
JUTEPATypHOU, HE TOBOps yke 00 akaAeMHuecKOd paboThl, B TO BpeMs Kak
HOCIIEHAS sTasl TaBa, Ooraras (pakTamu, MOHATUSAMU U o0Opa3aMu, 3ByUUT KakK-
TO UCKYCCTBEHHO IIPUBSA3aHHOM K M3HAYAJIBHO M3SAIIHOMY TEIy AMCCEPTALUU; €€
oOmpHas “HpopMaIus HeE OYEHb XOPOIIO CTPYKTYpUpOBaHa WU IPEICTaBICHA.
Haxe 0e3 »Toil mocinenHed uvactu Jluccepramms - pe3ysibTaT MHOTHX JIET
HANpPsDKEHHOM, MaHUaKadbHOW PabOThl C PYKONMHCSIMHM W MyOJIHKAIUSIMU Ha HE
Menee ueM 10 sa3bikax; pykonuch CBeTianHbl BIM3HIOK COOTBETCTBYET BCEM
TpeOOBaHUAM ISl NPUCYXKACHUS €€ aBTOPY 3BaHUS "TOKTOP HCTOPHUYECKUX
HayK'.
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