
destruction caused by the fires of 1203 and 120456, mere were surely numerous abandoned 
houses in the city in which those who had lost their homes could resetde. The Jews appear to 
have adopted this solution, an assumption supported to some extent by the location of the Jewish 
quarter in the city proper in the early Palaiologan period. The Arab chronicler al-Jazari is the 
first to mention this new Jewish quarter. In 1293 he met in Damascus an Arab merchant who 
had lived in Constantinople for twelve years and reported the existence of ajewish and a Muslim 
quarter, each of which was enclosed by a wall57. The chronicler failed to specify, though, whether 
the Jewish quarter already existed in 1281, at the time of the merchant's arrival in the city. In 
any event, from a letter written by the humanist Máximos Planoudes shortly after 1296 and other 
sources we may gather mat it was situated at Vlanga, an area in the southern part of the city 
close to the harbor of Kontoskalion58. Planoudes explicitely refers to the Jewish tanners estab­
lished in this quarter, who recall those whom Benjamin of Tudela had encountered in Pera in 
the early 1160s59. 

In the absence of reliable evidence, the date at which the Jews of Pera or tieir descendants 
settled in Vlanga remains a matter of speculation. This move may have already taken place 
spontaneously shortly after the events of 1203-1204. It appears more likely, though, that it was 
Michael VIII who established me Jewish tanners in this area. After recovering Constantinople in 
1261, he allowed the Genoese, the Pisans and the Venetians to resetde in meir old quarters and, 
in 1267, enforced the relocation of the Genoese in Pera60. It stands to reason, therefore, that he 
also resumed the traditional imperial policy of residential segregation imposed upon the Jews 
and the Muslims and assigned to each of these groups a specific quarter, which was later sur­
rounded by a wall. It is a fair guess mat ecological considerations determined his choice of 
Vlanga for the Jews. Because of the evil smell deriving from tanning, it was customary in the 
Middle Ages to remove die exercise of the craft beyond the city wall or, at any rate, to sparsely 
populated urban areas. Vlanga was an appropriate location in mis respect, particularly since the 
neighboring harbor of Kontoskalion could serve as a sewer for the dirty waters which the tan­
ners spilled61. The setdement of the Jewish tanners eventually determined me site at which all 
the Byzantine Jews of Constantinople would live in the Palaiologan period. Such an imperial ini-
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The presence of these craftsmen in Constantinople both in the Komnenan and the Palaiologan period does not nec­
essarily point to a continuous Jewish presence in the city, since some of them may have arrived there after 1261: see 
below. It is noteworthy that, by contrast to the tanners, the Jewish silk workers mentioned by Benjamin of Tudela are 
not attested later. An explanation for their absence from the city is ofTered in D. Jacoby, "The Jews and the Silk 
Industry of Constantinople," in A. Lambropoulou (ed.), 'Η 'Εβραϊκή παρουσία στον ελλαδικό χώρο, 4ο'"19ο ' 
αίώΐΌ5, (Athens, 1995) (in press). 
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